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May outing: 

21-22 May 

 

at PORT 
STEPHENS 

 

 21-22 May, Port 
Stephens 

 11-12 June, 

Nelson Bay 

 16-17 July, 

Legges - 

 Bombah Pt 

 24-25 September, 
AGM at Nerong 

 29-30 October, 
Sail Past Tea 
Gardens 

 26-27 November, 
Christmas Party 
at Korsmans 

CAPTAIN’S STEW 
23–24 April 2016 

Finally, with the rain easing, 

we gathered around the 

campfire for the official 

judging by Col Kelly. 

 

Anxious captains watched on 

as Col tasted and scored 

each pot. 
 

By late afternoon, it was agreed that the Captains would prepare and cook their 

stews onboard their boats with judging to take place on shore. 

 

While stews were being prepared the rest of the crews managed to get the 

campfire alight. 
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Simmering pots Anxious cooks 

Judge at work 

Lady Nelson, True Blue and Independence were moored at Violet Hill with 

their crews enjoying happy hour around the campfire. 
 

Due to the strong SW 

winds and storms 

predicted for both 

Saturday and Sunday, 

the decision was made 

on Friday afternoon to 

relocate the outing to 

Violet Hill. 
 

So, on Friday night Lady 

Jennifer, Lazy Days,  
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Then it was all 

spoons to the pots 

as we enjoyed each 

of the stews along 

with Peter’s 

freshly backed loaf 

of bread. 

 

Sunday morning we finally got some sunshine, although the wind was still blowing.  

We all gathered on the jetty for morning tea, complete with hot scones (baked by 

Peter), jam and cream, and chocolate brownies. 

As the Crow 

Flies:  

When lost or unsure of its 
position in coastal waters, a 
ship’s crew would release a 
caged crow. The crow 
would fly toward the 
nearest land, giving the 
crew some sense of 
direction. The tallest 
lookout platform on a ship 
became known as the 
crow’s nest. 
 

Col then presented 

Mack with the  

Kevin Blanch 

Memorial Trophy. 

 

Despite the wind and 

rain, we had another 

very enjoyable outing 

on the lake. 

When all points were tallied, Mac was declared the winner by one point, Peter 

second and Bob and Kevin shared third place – a very close competition - all the 

Captains are to be congratulated on their culinary efforts. 

Son of a Gun:  

When in port, and with the 
crew restricted to the ship, 
women were allowed to live 
aboard. Sometimes children 
were born on the ship and a 
convenient place was 
between the guns on the 
gun deck. If a child’s father 
was unknown, as was often 
the case, the boy or girl was 
entered in the ship’s log 
simply as “son of a gun”. 
 

 

“Out of sight of land the sailor feels safe. It is the beach that worries him.” 

» Charles G. Davis 


