
Myall  Lakes Aquatic Club

Last Club Outing @ Johnson's 
Beach April 2012

Our first Easter outing for many years and the 
weather surely smiled on us from Thursday to 
Sunday evening before giving us a reminder of 
how quickly the conditions can change. No 
problems and no damage.... just a reminder.

Katrina Gray and Brett Cann, a couple of NPWS 
friends from the Violet Hill construction days, 
came to see us while we were erecting our shade 
shelter. We had an amicable discussion with 
Terry and I being invited to meet with them later 
after their current busy period subsides to 
discuss matters important to our club and to 
NPWS. We have since made an appointment to 
go and see them on the 25th of May.

While on the subject, NPWS now have a blanket 
policy forbidding ropes being tied to trees 
inshore after quite a number of trees have 
virtually been ring-barked by tight ropes being 
left tied to them. The rule makes sense but 
unfortunately the few idiots around end up 
getting the rest of us punished. There must be a 
better way!

Toby and Zak enjoy the floating trampoline
 Photo  Kristen

 Terry and Margaret had worked hard cleaning 
and repairing the floating trampoline but hearing 
and seeing the joy being expressed by the kids 
made it all worthwhile. There are still a couple 
of small holes to fix but to have the unit back in 
action was great. A new unit now costs in excess 
of $900 for a model not as good as ours. 
Hopefully our Gear Steward will be able to keep 
a protective eye on it from now on.
 
What a great night we had. Battered, deep fried 
Lakes Mullet with deep fried chips (and salads 
for those who needed it) followed by a fantastic 
fruit salad consumed under the stars on a very 
balmy evening. Tim and his helpers again 
showing that they have mastered the gas 
powered deep fryer. Also, a big thank s to Rod 
and Tim for replacing the  prehistoric and 
dangerous gas regulators and lines and securing 
a great discount as well.

Some people played Trivial Pursuit with an 
Australiana flavour (thanks to Chris J) while 
others gathered around the fire swapping stories 
and the odd joke.

Environmentally Speaking
Tim & Brett Motum
It was great to see the renewed interest in the 
birdlife within the park, mainly through the 
younger members. The best way to encourage 
this growth in interest is by education and 
therefore, at each outing, we will try to show our 
younger members  as many of the parks natural 
wonders as possible.

The Committee hopes to be able to foster this 
interest and perhaps involve the kids more by 
forming a junior  Sub-Committee and have them 
report on their sightings at our meetings. Brett 
Motum has kindly offered to help out as a 
mentor with this project.
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Tim with prospective sub-committee members 
Photo Brett

Apart from the beautiful and delicate Blue 
Wrens hopping around close to the shoreline at 
Johnson's Beach, there appears to be a great 
proliferation of Birds of Prey, particularly in the 
Myall River around Cherry Tree, with sightings 
of Whistling Eagles, several White Breasted Sea 
Eagles and what appeared to be a Grey Goshawk 
which we believe to be quite rare in this area. 

Brett made some interesting observations while 
swimming with the family at Tickerabit Sands. 
It appears that when his daughter stirred the 
sand the juvenile fish were attracted to the 
nutrients that settled on her feet. Why they 
needed the sand stirred is a bit of a puzzle.

Also noted were Goanna tracks at Johnson's 
Beach and a goanna strolling through the Violet 
Hill campsite, and a brightly coloured frill 
necked lizard at the Johnson's Beach picnic area.

Brett believes that they, the sub-committee 
“could study some of the beautiful kingfishers 
around the Islands particularly the bright blue 
ones found in the tropical corners. Maybe we 
could document the differences between the 
river and lake kingfishers we see.” 

(Sounds like a plan to me! Alan)

Sick List
 
To all our members not feeling up to scratch, a 
big get well soon. We do know that the 
following people are having health problems

Robert Bailey, Bede, Kevin W

Christmas in July

After considering an offer from the Tea Gardens 
Hotel, our members decided that they would 
cancel the booking and instead will go to the 
Hotel for an evening meal on the 14th July at 
6:00pm for a social gathering. All that can make 
it to the Hotel are welcome.

Next Club Outing 

5th - 6th May 2012

Curry Night  Engels Wharf
Bring your own favourite curry and share it with 
us all. Rice will be supplied. Also, bring your 
favourite slice to share as a sweet.
If in doubt or want some inspiration then

contact Chris Julian

Mobile Phone 0422 931 899
or

Email chrisajulian@yahoo.com.au

By the way, Mac. Linda and Independence will 
be present to assist with complications.

Membership

We will be trying a new method of controlling 
our membership list when fees become due in 
the near future. The system will be based on 
recommendations of our auditor Warren Tully. 
This will hopefully prevent any dispute about 
what can be a touchy subject. Sandra and I will 
get together and work out the mechanics of the 
system. More later.
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Scheduled Outings

1. May 5 – 6 Curry Night  Engels Wharf

2. September 8 – 9 BYO & Share It @ 
Blossom

3. September 29 – October 1 Long 
weekend @ Korsman's Wharf BYO & 
Share It

4. October 27 – 28 AGM @ Nerong Hall a 
catered for event.

5. November 17th Blessing of the Fleet at 
Lemon Tree Passage. Tentative date.

6. November 24 – 25 Christmas Party @ 
Violet Hill

Thoughts for the day
You work very hard.  Don't try to think 
as well.

And

In the stairway of life, you'd best 
take the elevator.

Happy Boating

Alan
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